
Junior English 31 Course Overview

Course Description: 
Junior English 31 is designed to build upon the literature, composition, vocabulary, and other communications skills addressed in sophomore English 21. Students engage in a variety of learning experiences: writing, research, oral presentations, reading of various genres, group work, and independent study. Through these experiences, students will explore the development of American literature as part of American history and thought. Students will also strive to improve competence in writing well-developed essays and in the elements of research. 

Essential Questions: 
· How does representative American literature characterize the American Dream? 

· What common themes can be found in American literature?

· What are the distinctive characteristics of American literature?

Academic Expectations of Student Learning: (as aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks)
Through this course, students will

· Employ active reading strategies to understand text.  

· Deepen their understanding of a literary or informational work by relating it to its contemporary context, historical background or critical response.

· Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 

· Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of structure, and elements of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 

· Identify and analyze an author’s diction and syntax and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 
· Write with a clear focus, coherent organization and sufficient detail for a variety of purposes. 

· Apply knowledge of style, tone, and word choice in writing for different audiences. 

· Gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and incorporate the research in their compositions and projects.  

· Pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and synthesize information with their own experiences in a variety of classroom settings.

· Study the nuances of vocabulary, applying their knowledge to reading, writing and speaking. 
Literature: The cornerstone of the course is American literature.  
Required texts:  
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

· The Catcher in the Rye

· The Great Gatsby 
· Of Mice and Men 

· Death of a Salesman

· Selections from the works of Emerson and Thoreau

· Selections from the poetry of Whitman and Dickinson

Supplementary texts: 

· The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail

· The Crucible

· A Raisin in the Sun

· The Old Man and the Sea 

· Ethan Frome

· Selections by Poe, Melville, Hawthorne, Faulkner, Fitzgerald

· Selections from Puritan, Colonial and Romantic writings

· Selections from Open Questions
· Selections from current periodicals and modern poetry that reflect American themes and issues

Writing: The writing component of the curriculum focuses on two main areas: expository writing and the personal essay. Students will use the MLA style format for parenthetical referencing and works cited. 

Core Writing Assignments:
· Passage Paper

· Integrating Sources

· Multiple Source Paper
· Personal Essay

Other writing assignments may include

· Dialectical journal

· Literature-based expository essays

· Creative writing

· Annotated bibliography 

· Poetry analysis

Vocabulary:

· Words from Level F of Shostak’s Vocabulary Workshop
· Etymology Study

SAT Prep:

· Grammar review

· Test taking skills

· Essay tips and practice
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